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Background

 To better serve the community and reduce citizen wait times at traffic 
accidents and other police calls for service, the Wichita Police 
Department has created a new classification of employees known as 
Community Service Officers.

 These non-commissioned officers, as part of their daily duties, will 
investigate traffic accidents, issue citations, direct traffic, impound 
vehicles and other duties where commissioned officers are not required.  
Community Service Officers will not be authorized to make arrests or 
carry firearms.  
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Background

 The ordinances of the city of Wichita need to be amended to 

allow this new classification of officer to issue citations.  

These officers are currently in training and scheduled to start 

investigating traffic accidents in the near future.

Additionally, several traffic ordinances need to be updated in 

order for them to mirror state statute.  
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Analysis
 The current traffic code has two enforcement sections, 

11.08 and 11.16.  The amendments combine these two 
sections.  The amendments will continue to allow the 
City Manager or a designee to appoint parking 
enforcement agents and allow the police department to 
use Community Service Officers to enforce traffic laws 
and investigate accidents.
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Analysis
Other amendments include:

 Section 11.16.010 is amended to prohibit hit and runs on 
private property in addition to city streets.

 Combine sections 11.08 and 11.16 merge them into one 
section to simplify procedures.
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Staff Recommendations

 Adopt amendments to allow Community Service Officers to 

investigate traffic accidents and enforce traffic laws.  

 Adopt amendments regarding 11.16.010 to align with State Law

and combine 11.08 and 11.16 to simplify procedures. 

 Approve the Declaration of an Emergency, adopt the amendments 

on a single reading and authorize all necessary signatures.

6



Expected Outcomes
• Amendments will allow non-commissioned Community Service 

Officers to investigate traffic accidents and enforce traffic laws.  This 
will reduce the call load on commissioned police officers and 
increase response times to both high priority and low priority calls.

• Amending current ordinances and combining 11.08 and 11.16 will 
allow ordinances to mirror state law and simplify comprehension 
and enforcement. 

7



Wichita Police Department
Serving You, In Many Ways, Every Day

Amendments to Title 11 of the Code 
of the City of Wichita regarding 

traffic enforcement


